The Wallet of Kai-Lung

resist the continual onslaughts of exceedingly
ferocious bandits. His adventures are numer-
ous and diverse. As I say, I will not tell the
story, which Kai-Lung recounts, standing
with a rope around his neck and his toes touch-
ing the ground, to a brigand chief with a formid-
able snickersnee. But one may perhaps quote
some of the incidental proverbs, which add
much to the grace of the tales,

" Before hastening to secure a possible reward
of five taels by dragging an unobservant person
away from a falling building, examine well his
features lest you find, when too late, that it
is one to whom you are indebted for double
that amount."

" The road to eminence lies through the cheap
and exceedingly uninviting eating-houses/'

" Although there exist many thousand subjects
for elegant conversation, there are persons
who cannot meet a cripple without talking
about feet."

Whether Mr. Ernest Bramah has been to the
East or has merely caught the atmosphere of
its literature I do not know, I have only
recently even learnt who he is. But it is not
surprising that one who likes good satire, good
humour, good romance and good English
should find the book worthy of being an
inseparable companion.
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